










711 West Adams Street
Black River Falls, WI 54615

www.brmh.net

NON PROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT 2000

EAU CLAIRE, WI

A special Dedication Celebration for the hospital’s 
new Meditation Room was held the afternoon of August 
31st. The room and its furnishings were made possible 
through a generous donation from the Black River Falls 
Area Foundation with funds from the Gaylord and Clara 
Emerson/Pine View Endowment Fund.

The Meditation Room is a place for people to seek 
solace, privacy, serenity or peace.  Enhancing the room are 
beautiful lighted etched glass pieces, made by artists Bob 
and Mary Krauskis from Hartland, Wisconsin.  The large 
piece at the entrance to the room is framed within a strong 
apple tree, revealing in its branches the four seasons. In 
this piece there are many animals, birds, fl owers, and 
fl owing water unique to this area. The two vertical pieces 
within the room refl ect elements found in the large piece.  
The quietness of the room and the beauty of the etched 
glass pieces create a special sanctuary to all who enter.

The celebration included a welcome by Bob Daley, the 
hospital’s vice president of fi nance; introductions by Mary 
O’Brien, the hospital’s manager of public relations and 
volunteer services; a history of Gaylord and Clara Emerson 
and their fund by David Emerson, their nephew and fund 
committee member; a history of Pine View Care Center’s 
Endowment Fund by Mary Woods, Pine View Care 
Center’s director of public relations and development; 
the decision to donate the funds to the hospital’s Capital 
Campaign for the Meditation Room by Mary Van Gorden, 
fund committee member; a review of the Foundation’s role 
by Gil Homstad, Foundation chairman; and the process 
involved in the Meditation Room design by Kathy Laudon, 
the hospital’s manager of patient and family services.

Following the presentations there were tours of the 
Meditation Room located on the second fl oor near 
the medical-surgical nurses’ station and patient room.  
Refreshments were then served in the Dorothy Halvorson 
Conference Room.  

One highlight for all was having the artists of the etched 
glass pieces in attendance to explain their process in 
creating the designs.   Family members of both Gaylord 
and Clara Emerson were special guests at the dedication.

Hospital dedicates new Meditation Room

The artists of the large etched glass piece at the entrance to the 
Meditation Room and the two vertical pieces within the room are Bob 
and Mary Krauskis from Hartland, Wisconsin.

At the entrance to the Meditation Room are members of Gaylord and 
Clara Emerson’s family.  They are, from left, Shawn Callisto, Clara’s 
niece; Ellen Relyea, Clara’s niece; David Emerson, Gaylord’s nephew; 
Lois Bahnub, Clara’s niece; and Darlene McPeak, Clara’s niece.




